Ford Heights School District 169 6:135

" Instruction

Accelerated Placement Program

The District provides an Accelerated Placement Program (APP). The APP advances the District’s goal
of providing educational programs with opportunities for each student to develop to his or her maximum
potential. The APP provides an educational setting with curriculum options usually reserved for
students who are older or in higher grades than the student participating in the APP. APP options
include, but may not be limited to: (a) accelerating a student in a single subject; (b) other grade-level
acceleration; and (c) early entrance to kindergarten or first grade. Participation in the APP is open to all
students who demonstrate high ability and who may benefit from accelerated placement. It is not limited
to students who have been identified as gifted and talented. Eligibility to participate in the District’s
APP shall not be conditioned upon the protected classifications identified in School Board policy 7:10,
Equal Educational Opportunities, or any factor other than the student’s identification as an accelerated

learner.
The Superintendent or designee shall implement an APP that includes:

1. Decision-making processes that are fair, equitable, and involve multiple individuals, e.g.
District administrators, teachers, and school support personnel, and a student’s
parent(s)/guardian(s);

2. Notification processes that notify a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) of a decision affecting a
student’s participation in the APP; and

3. Assessment processes that include multiple valid, reliable indicators.

The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify the community, parent(s)/guardian(s), students,
and school personnel about the APP, the process for referring a student for possible evaluation for
accelerated placement, and the methods used to determine whether a student is eligible for accelerated
placement. Notification may: (a) include varied communication methods, such as student handbooks
and District or school websites; and (b) be provided in multiple languages, as appropriate.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/14A.
CROSS REF.: 6:10 (Educational Philosophy and Objectives), 6:130 (Program for the Gifted),

7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student
Transfers To and From Non-District Schools)
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Program for the Gifted and Talented

To the extent possible within the resources available, all gifted and talented students shall
have an opportunity to participate in appropriate educational programs.

The term "gifted and talented students" means students whose mental development is
accelerated beyond the average or who have demonstrated a specific aptitude or talent to the
extent they need and can benefit from specially planned educational services. "Gifted and
talented students" include students with exceptional ability in academic subjects, high level
thought processes, divergent thinking, creativity, and the arts.

The Board authorizes the Superintendent to provide a gifted program which includes:

1. An identification system which identifies gifted and talented students early in their
schooling experience;

2. An identification system based upon multiple techniques which ensure all students
equal access to gifted and talented programs, regardless of social, economic, linguistic
and ethnic background;

3. Educational programs which include access at all grade levels and which encompass
all of the fundamental areas of learning;

4. Educational programs which provide for continuity among grade levels with
programs consistent with the District’s long-range goals;

5. Qualified instructional and administrative personnel with appropriate knowledge,
training and experience to implement the program;

6. Staff development programs being made available which address the need for all
teachers to be knowledgeable about the characteristics and learning needs of gifted
and talented students;

7. Procedures to foster cooperative relationships among classroom teachers, parents, and
the teachers assigned to the gifted program;

8. Procedures to foster parental involvement in all aspects of the program;

9. Procedures to continually evaluate the placement and progress of students in the
gifted program with periodic progress reports issued to parents.
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An annual report on the status of the District’s gifted program shall be submitted to the
Board of Education by the Superintendent.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/14A-1 et seq.
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